
In this month's newsletter, you'll find all the information you need to
know for both World Equestrian Center locations in December.

Watch Us Grow

Joining the World Equestrian Center – Ocala campus in the spring of 2024, The
Riding Academy Hotel will offer nearly 400 additional suites to visitors looking to stay
on-site and experience what has often been called “Disneyland for horse lovers.”

Guests will feel right at home in The Riding Academy Hotel, which offers many
similarities to its luxurious sister hotel on the property while embracing a unique
identity of its own. Guests can enjoy access to The Equestrian Hotel amenities and
the entire property, just steps away. 

Learn More
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As dressage at WEC – Ocala moves into the end of the 2023 season, riders, trainers
and owners will be pleased to know that WEC is hard at work completing the new
dressage facilities. The new Arena 6 designed for dressage competition as well as
seven additional outdoor arenas will be ready in spring of 2024. The new indoor
arena will offer another spacious, climate-controlled environment with ideal footing for
dressage athletes, plus grandstand seating for spectators and VIP viewing rooms, all
located close to dedicated dressage stabling.

The Equestrian Collection is the latest addition to the Equestrian Hotel’s luxe lineup
of high-end retail joining The Debonair Collection, Lugano Diamonds, John Craig
Clothier and the whimsical toy shoppe Mr. Pickles & Sailor Bear.

Nestled on the northeast end of the hotel, Equestrian Collection offers clients a
selection of luxury linens, exquisite furnishings and home décor that elevate living
spaces into havens of refinement. The Equestrian Collection represents timeless
elegance and sophistication. Store selections proudly mirror the design aesthetics
showcased at World Equestrian Center and embody the guiding principles of the
property: Quality. Class. Distinction.

Learn More

Get Ready for the Longines League of Nations™

The North American qualifier of the Longines Leagues of Nations™ will be held at
World Equestrian Center – Ocala March 19-23, 2024.

Learn More

December Event Calendar

World Equestrian Center – Ocala:

Winter Wonderland: November 24-December 23 – With over one million twinkling
lights, World Equestrian Center – Ocala Winter Wonderland promises to bring
merriment and cheer to all. The halls of the WEC Grand Plaza will be decked with
spectacular show-stopping features for the season, including a walk-through
Christmas tree, lighted carriage and plenty of splendid holiday décor.

Meet the real Santa Claus and admire the lights daily, and enjoy festive entertainment
on the weekends, including a full rotation of performers, face painters, balloon artists
and cheery caricaturists. Don’t miss the heartwarming and ever-popular breakfast
with Santa event on the terrace.

Learn More

There will be a $10 parking fee per vehicle from Monday through Thursday and a $30
parking fee per vehicle on Friday through Sunday, applicable from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. during the Winter Wonderland event. Additional information can be found on
wecwinterwonderland.com.

WEC-Branded Breyer® Reveal Honoring Staff Sergeant Reckless With Special
Guests: December 10 – World Equestrian Center will unveil an exclusive-edition
Breyer® Model Horse of Staff Sergeant Reckless in a WEC-branded box on the
Grand Plaza (Arena 4 side). As a collector's item edition, only 3,000 of the Breyer®
models made in the likeness of this iconic American war horse will be re-released in
WEC-branded boxes. At 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., bestselling author Robin Hutton
and sculpture artist Jocelyn Russell will each speak as experts during the free event
about their work dedicated to celebrating the life and service of Staff Sergeant
Reckless and the new Breyer release.

The real horse, Staff Sergeant Reckless, is honored by World Equestrian Center with
a bronze monument of the equine hero that welcomes guests and visitors on the
Grand Plaza—one of just six sculptures in the world.

Place your pre-sale order for the WEC-branded Staff Sergeant Reckless Breyer®
online via A Sudden Impulse boutique.

Order Here

Passport to Champagne: December 15 – Passport to Champagne is the fourth and
final event in the 2023 Stirrups Wine Series presented by Wheels Up. Enjoy the
tastes of France's iconic Champagne region and sample sparkling wine from around
the globe as you explore the cuisine and culture on the terrace under the holiday
lights.

Buy Tickets

Save the Date:

All for the Horses Expo: March 22-24, 2024 – The All for the Horses Expo, an all-
equine industry tradeshow, is returning for its second year with an expanded
schedule of events and a larger selection of equestrian and lifestyle vendors. General
admission and parking for the Expo will be free for all attendees. The All for the
Horses Expo will be held during the finale week of the 2024 Winter Spectacular Show
Series, which hosts thousands of horses and riders in the hunter, jumper, and
equitation disciplines.

Vendors interested in attending in 2024 are encouraged to apply soon as spaces will
fill quickly. Vendors from every aspect and discipline of the equestrian industry are
welcome. For pre-registration, vendor application or additional information, contact
AllForTheHorses@wec.net. 

Vendor Application

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington:

Christmas Trivia: December 8 – Step into quizmas with a fun night of trivia.

Holiday Braiding Contest: December 9 – Parade your horse into Vendor Village to
show off their festive updo.

Pawliday Adoption: December 9 – Adopt your new best friend and bring them home
as a gift for the pawlidays!

Gingerbread House Decorating Competition: December 15-16 – Pick up a
gingerbread house kit on Friday, December 15, in the show office, by 5:00 p.m. Then,
bring back your decorated gingerbread house to the Paddock Club on Saturday,
December 16, between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to enter into the contest. Winners in
the WEC Themed House, Christmas Themed House and Winter Wonderland
Themed House categories will be contacted by 6:00 p.m.

$1,500 Ugly Christmas Sweater Themed Hunt Teams Class: December 15 – A
$1,500 Ugly Christmas Sweater Themed Hunt Team class will take place in the R+L
Arena during Winter Classic 3. Jumps will be set at 3' with horse-and-rider pairs in
teams of two.

The WEC Professional Medal: December 16 – The WEC Professional Medal will take
place in the R+L Arena during Winter Classic 3. Riders will be asked to compete in an
over fences phase and a flat phase. The winner will receive a free stall for three
horse shows at WEC – Wilmington!

Monthly Event Calendar

Competition Calendar
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World Equestrian Center – Wilmington

2024 Winter in the Midwest Dates

Winter Classic 2: December 6-10 
Winter Classic 3: December 13-17
Winter Classic 4: January 3-7 
Winter Classic 5: January 10-14
Winter Classic 6: January 17-21
Winter Classic 7: January 24-28
Winter Classic 8: January 31-February 4
Winter Classic 9: February 7-11
Winter Classic 10: February 14-18
Winter Classic 11: February 21-25
Winter Classic 12: February 28-March 3
Winter Classic Spring Forward: March 6-
10
Winter Classic 14: March 13-17
Winter Classic 15: March 20-24
Winter Classic 17: April 3-7
Winter Classic 18: April 12-16

Winter in the Midwest Prize List
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World Equestrian Center – Ocala

2023 December Show Series Dates

December I: December 5-10 CSI3*
December II: December 12-17 CSI3*

December Prize List

2024 Winter Spectacular Dates

Winter Spectacular I: January 3-7
Winter Spectacular II: January 10-14 
Winter Spectacular III: January 17-21 
Winter Spectacular IV: January 24-28 
Winter Spectacular V: January 31-
February 4 
Winter Spectacular VI: February 7-11 
Winter Spectacular VII: February 13-18
CSI3* 
Winter Spectacular VIII: February 20-25
CSI3* 
Winter Spectacular IX: February 27-
March 3 CSI3*
Winter Spectacular X: March 5-10
CSI4*/2*
Winter Spectacular XI: March 13-17 
Winter Spectacular XII: March 20-24
CSIO5*

Winter Spectacular Prize List

2023 WEC – Ocala Dressage Dates

December 7-10 – CDI-W and USEF/USDF competition

December Dressage Prize List

2024 WEC – Ocala Dressage Dates

January 18-21 – Two USEF/USDF competitions
February 15-18 – CDI3*/USEF/USDF competition
March 14-17 – Two USEF/USDF competitions
March 28-31 – CPEDI/USEF/USDF competition
April 10-14 – CDI4*/USEF/USDF competition
May 22-26 – CDI3*/USEF/USDF competition
July 13-14 – USEF/USDF competition
August 23-25 – Two USEF/USDF competitions
September 19-22 – Great American Insurance Group/USDF Region 3 Dressage
Championships
October 19-20 – USEF/USDF competition
November 14-17 – CDI-W/USEF/USDF competition
December 11-15 – CDI-W/USEF/USDF competition

More Information

Watch What Makes WEC – Wilmington Sparkle Ahead of
2024 Winter Season

December Grand Prix Dining Experience at World
Equestrian Center – Ocala

World Equestrian Center – Ocala invites equestrian fans to enjoy an exquisite dining
experience under the stars every Saturday night at The Grand Prix Dining Experience
presented by Wheels Up during the 2023 December Series on December 6-17.

Starting at 7 p.m., savor the thrill of top-level show jumping action from the most
exclusive seats in the house. Revel in the excitement of Saturday night grand prix
events from the terrace of The Equestrian Hotel while delighting in a sumptuous
three-course chef dinner, and enjoy complimentary beer and wine throughout the
evening. Availability is limited, so click the button below to secure your table today! 

The grand prix schedule includes:

December 9: $150,000 Lugano Diamonds Grand Prix FEI CSI3*
December 16: $150,000 Florida Coast Equipment Grand Prix FEI CSI3*

Purchase Tickets

Sponsor of the Month: Taylor, Harris Insurance Services

Taylor, Harris Insurance Services (THIS), the title sponsor of the 1.40m Jumper
Classic at WEC – Ocala, was founded in 1987 to provide specialized insurance for all
types of equine risk. THIS places its policies with the highest-rated and most secure
carriers, meticulously selected for reliability and prompt claims settlement. Over the
years, THIS has garnered a worldwide reputation for responsive and courteous
service, providing access to multiple underwriters, customized policies, trusted
advisors in the equine industry and direct communication with insurance
professionals. As a leader in the U.S. and European markets, THIS has policies that
cover every breed and discipline across all 50 states.

Learn More

Vendor Spotlight: John Craig Clothier

John Craig provides timeless menswear for the sophisticated man with unparalleled
customer service. The extraordinary ambience of John Craig Clothier enables
customers to feel at home and comfortable as they shop with associates who
become trusted friends.

Learn More

UF Veterinary Hospital at World Equestrian Center – Ocala
Offers Equine Rehabilitative Services

The equine veterinarians at the UF Veterinary Hospital at World Equestrian Center –
Ocala offer world-class care, are board-certified in equine sports medicine and
rehabilitation, are well-versed in the demands of each individual sport horse and can
provide a range of rehabilitative treatments and programs to ensure your horse
performs or recovers at its best.

Learn More

World Equestrian Center in the News

The Travel
The Equine
Chronicle

Forbes

WEC Social Media Memories

Remember to tag World Equestrian Center and use #worldequestriancenter on
all of your WEC social media posts!

About World Equestrian Center
World Equestrian Center features two premier equestrian and multidisciplinary
venues in Ocala, Florida, and Wilmington, Ohio. 

These exclusive facilities comprise state-of-the-art arenas, expansive stadiums,
versatile outdoor space, sporting fields and well-appointed exposition centers. An
abundance of lodging options and luxury accommodations are conveniently located
on-site, along with shopping and dining throughout each property.

Dedicated to offering great sport and good fun in a family-friendly environment, World
Equestrian Center promises an unparalleled experience for exhibitors, spectators,
vendors, sponsors and retailers built on three core values: Quality. Class. Distinction.

Learn more at wec.net.

Media Contact: 
Justin Garner 
justin.garner@wec.net
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